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Why grammar?



How did Latvian 
students do in the Year 
12 exam in 2017?







Grammar - the Weakest Link in Writing

   Content        Organisation     Grammar       Vocabulary    Orthography     



Grammar - the Weakest Link in Speaking

   Content        Organisation     Grammar       Vocabulary    Orthography     
     Task 1            Task 2           Task 3      Vocabulary    Grammar    Fluency and pronunciation



Grammar 

The weakest link in Speaking, Writing and Use of Language.

WHY DO YOU THINK THIS IS?



Part 1:
Grammar Revision Activities



Grammar Revision Activities 

Speaking



Speaking criteria 
→ Peer marking                    → Self marking



2) ‘Past and Future’      
        board game



“If I’d done my 
homework, I 
could have 
gone to the 
cinema.”

“If I’d gone 
to the 
cinema, I 
would have 
seen Black 
Panther.”

3) Chinese Whispers with Conditionals



4) Casino grammar





Grammar revision activities

           Writing
 



1) Criteria

→ Peer
marking

→ Self 
marking



2) Plan in the grammar!





Grammar 
revision 
activities Use of 

Language



Task 1 and Task 4 - Preposition Things in Common



https://tefltastic.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/dependent-prepositions-things-in-common.pdf

https://tefltastic.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/dependent-prepositions-things-in-common.pdf


Task 1 and 
Task 4 - 
Prepositions Jigsaw
Text

https://tefltastic.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/dependent-prepositions-jigsaw-inside-out-ui-u21.pdf

https://tefltastic.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/dependent-prepositions-jigsaw-inside-out-ui-u21.pdf


Task 2 - Select a 
word for the gap

“What type of word 
do I need?”



Task 3 - Word transformation



Task 3 - Word transformation

happily



Task 3 - Word transformation - prefix maze
https://www.lessonplansdigger.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Word-Formation-Maze_student.pdf

https://www.lessonplansdigger.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Word-Formation-Maze_student.pdf


Task 3 - Word transformation

“You feel this when you admire 
someone, like a musician or 
politician.”



Task 3 - Word transformation

“This describes a person who is 
feeling disappointment towards 
something.”



Task 3 - Word transformation

“This is the opposite of appear.”



Task 4 - Fill the gap



Task 4 - One word shootout



The exam result 
depends __ you



Messi is ___ best 
footballer in the world



It can be hard to get  
___ in the morning



This is a piece ___ cake



Part 2:
Overcoming Exam Anxiety





What can we do? 
1. Power poses



See Amy Cuddy’s TED Talk - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks-_Mh1QhMc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks-_Mh1QhMc


2. Decrease heart rate



Option A. Deep breathing

Take a breath for 5-8 seconds, hold it for 3-5                                                        
seconds, exhale for 5-8 seconds. Exhale completely and repeat.

Option B. Splash yourself with cold (ice if possible!) water

This simulates the dive reflex, which slows down metabolism and heart rate.

https://jamesegerton.wordpress.com/2017/04/29/3-ways-to-beat-exam-a
nxiety/ 

https://jamesegerton.wordpress.com/2017/04/29/3-ways-to-beat-exam-anxiety/
https://jamesegerton.wordpress.com/2017/04/29/3-ways-to-beat-exam-anxiety/


International House Riga-Satva 

Teacher Training Day, 

Friday 16th March

http://www.ihriga.lv/en/teacher-training-day

http://www.ihriga.lv/en/teacher-training-day


Questions?

get in touch

jegerton89@gmail.com
www.jamesegerton.wordpress.com


